
      
 
 
 
 
 

 
Minutes of the Meeting held at Earls Barton Library and Community Centre 

on Monday 12th February 2024 
 

Present: Cllrs P Morrall (Chair), J Bond, T Brennan, G Broadhead, N Chapman, S Dodds, V Gould, P Hadman, C 
Lloyd-Staples, L Morrison, D Smith, C Wood. 
 
013/24 Public Speaking Time 
Members of the public attended and spoke to members about planning application NW/24/00004/FUL. 
 
014/24 Signing of Declaration 
Cllr Smith and Cllr Wood were welcomed to the meeting and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 
015/24 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr C Wells. 
 
016/24 Declarations of Pecuniary Interest 
No declarations of interested were received. 
 
017/24 Minutes of the Meeting of 8th January 2024 
It was resolved to adopt the minutes as a correct record. 
 
018/24 The Earls Barton Particle 
Mr Constable attended the meeting to update members on his work and to answer questions about the 
particle. 
 
019/24 Accounts 

(a) Expenditure - It was resolved to pay the following accounts: 

 Chq no Payee Details  £ 

197 B/Transfer Anglian Water EB Library – utilities     81.28 

198 B/Transfer Midland Tree Specialists Treework   234.00 

199 B/Transfer Midland Tree Specialists Emergency Treework   240.00 

200 B/Transfer James Brady Rec Field – emergency repairs     70.00 

201 B/Transfer Seagrave Inspection Services Annual Inspection of Play Equipment   228.00 

202 B/Transfer Viking Stationery     85.46 

203 B/Transfer WeedWise Grounds Maintenance (Jan) 3056.00 

204 B/Transfer Total Energies EB Library – utilities   439.79 

205 B/Transfer St John Ambulance  Event – Firework Display   126.72 

206 B/Transfer North Northants Council  Rec Field – Renewal of Licence   295.00 

207 B/Transfer Park Landscapes Ltd Allotment – Hedge Cutting   276.00 

208 B/Transfer SLCC Clerk – Annual Subscription   293.00 

209 Sports Fund CS2 Ltd Sports Dev – Consultancy Fee 2970.00 

210 Sports Fund Pickerings Hire Ltd Sports Dev – Container Hire     99.36 

211 B/Transfer Greener Grave Care Grave Levelling   425.00 

212 B/Transfer Npower Street Lighting   399.28 

213 B/Transfer Toby Hunt Donation Account Refund of payment made in error    278.00 

214-
217 

B/Transfer/ 
300081 

Salary Costs Clerk/EBYC Leader/Tax&NI/Pension 3487.72 

218 B/Transfer Mowerman Grounds Maintenance (Jan) 1233.00 



(b)  Income – it was resolved to approve the receipts for January 2024 
(c) Internal Financial Controls – it was resolved to approve the updated budget, including income and 

expenditure, as presented by the Clerk. 
 
020/24 Planning 

(a) Planning Applications Received: 
NW/24/00004/FUL – change of use from a beauty salon (sui generis use) to café (E(b)use).  Build up 
the steps to the front of the property and create an outdoor seating area and new steps for access to 
the dwellings – 29 The Square. 
NW/24/00047/FUL – demolition of conservatory and erection of single storey rear extension – 36 
West Street. 
NW/24/00048/LBC – Listed Building Consent for demolition of conservatory and erection of single 
storey rear extension – 36 West Street. 
Following discussion, it was resolved to object to application NW/24/00004/FUL on the grounds of 
loss of amenity to neighbouring properties, design/layout/visual and odour/noise generation.  
Concerns will also be raised over the lack of detail in the plans for the first floor of the property.  No 
comments were required on the other applications received. 

(b) Licensing Application Received: 
24/00178/LAPNEW – Premises Licence – Asda Express PFS Nene Valley Way, Service Station 
Southbound, A45 Nene Valley Way, Ecton  
Following discussion, it was resolved that no comment was required. 

(c) Green Hill Solar Farm – Cllrs Chapman, Lloyd-Staples and Smith will attend the information workshop 
on 5th March along with the Clerk.  Cllr Bond will also attend if she is available. 

 
021/24 Police/Community Safety 

(a) Crime Figures and Report – it was advised that 7 crimes were reported in January. Following a 
discussion about domestic violence, it was recognised that the parish council could be far more 
proactive in signposting residents to the services available.  Therefore, it was resolved that Cllr 
Morrison, along with the Clerk, would research what action could be taken by the parish council and 
to report back at a future meeting. 
 

022/24 Sport, Community and Leisure Development 
i. Planning permission – the application has not yet been determined.  

ii. Feedback from Community Engagement Event – Cllr Brennan reported on the event which was 
received mainly positively. 

iii. Discussion on options for funding – following discussion it was resolved to appoint a funding finder, if 
required, with a commission charge of 10%.  It was also resolved to approve option 2 of the two plans 
presented, which includes an additional room within the new changing room block which will have a 
flexible use.  Thanks were expressed to Antony Owen for all his hard work relating to the 
development.   

 
023/24 Policies  

(a) Cemetery Rules and Regulations – it was resolved to approve an amendment to the policy to cover a 
resolution made in March 2019 relating to the pre-purchase of earth graves.  It was also resolved to 
make an amendment for a dispensation to the fees for long-term residents that have had to live 
outside the village due to ill-health etc.  It was agreed that any applications requesting the 
dispensation would have to be agreed by the full parish council. 

(b) Asset Register – It was resolved to approve an amendment to the Asset Register to include sound 
equipment owned by EBPC which were removed in error. 

 
024/24 Annual Parish Meeting 
Plans for the Annual Parish Meeting were discussed.  An update will be provided at the next meeting. 
 
025/24 Telephone Box on The Square 
It was agreed that the use of the telephone box on The Square should be re-visited.  A request will be put in 
Barton Today for ideas. 
 



026/24 Highways/Maintenance 
(a) Allotments – it was resolved to accept a quote to clear the allotment site, including vacant plots. 
(b) Removal of Tree on The Knoll – it was resolved to accept a quote to remove the tree. 
(c) Annual Inspection Report of Play Equipment – the report was acknowledged and quotes will be 

sought by the Clerk. 
(d) Recreation Field – it was resolved to approve the use of the Rec for personal training classes. 
(e) Trees in Recreation Field – comments by residents relating to the treework to be carried out were 

noted. 
 
027/24 NCALC/SLCC/ACRE Correspondence 

(a) NCALC Local Council’s Safer Communities Event – it was resolved to approve the Clerk’s attendance 
and for one other councillor to attend, if required. 

(b) SLCC Community Engagement Summit – it was resolved to approve the Clerk’s attendance. 
 
028/24 North Northants Council 

(a) Councillors Report – apologies were received from Cllrs Lawman and Hallam – Cllr Brown reported on 
the following: 

• Cllr Gill Mercer is now the Executive Member for Health and Social Care. 

• The NNC Carer’s Forum are looking for recruits – information can be found on the NNC 
website. 

• The retirement of Ian Boyes, Highways Community Liaison Officer covering Earls Barton, was 
noted.  No replacement has yet been announced. 

• A Winter Energy Support Grant is available for those on pre-payment meters or with oil-
powered heating systems. 

• NNC have adopted the Civility in Public Life programme. 

• The NNC Residents Panel and looking for people to join them.  More information can be 
found via the NNC website. 

• Consultations – there is currently a planning experience survey open.  The clerk will respond 
on behalf of EBPC. 

 
Date of Next Meeting 
Monday 11th March 2024 – 7.15pm 
 
It should be noted that these minutes are subject to the approval of Earls Barton Parish Council 
 
Rosemary Smart – Clerk to the Council 
01604 812850 theclerk.ebpc@gmail.com  www.earlsbarton.gov.uk 
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